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Our newest Community School Coordinator, Jenna Horiuchi, joined the team on 
January 11. She will be serving Lone Pine and Owens Valley Unified Schools Districts in 
south Inyo County and looks forward to connecting with students, families, staff, and 
community members. Jenna hails from Fresno County but grew up in North Idaho. Prior 
to this role, she worked for the Great Basin Institute at Manzanar National Historic Site 
and helped shelve books at the Inyo County Free Library in Independence. Contact her 
at jhoriuchi@inyocoe.org and (760) 873-3262 x2241.

Meet Jenna

School Districts in the West 
County Consortium

Every community school is different. What will yours be like?

What is a Community School Transformation?

Inyo County Community Schools Coordinators
Serena Johnson, North County: sjohnson@inyocoe.org or 760-873-3262 x2107
Jenna Horiuchi, South County: jhoriuchi@inyocoe.org or 760-873-3262 x2241

http://bit.ly/CommunitySchoolsNews

This is a pivotal moment—an opportunity 

to fuse our investments in education, the 

urgency of the COVID-19 response, and a 

once-in-a-generation opportunity to 

break the cycle of educational inequity.

WHAT’S NEXT?
Jenna will be leading the 
South County Steering 
Committee (Lone Pine and 
Independence school 
districts) and Serena will be 
leading the North County 
Steering Committee (Round 
Valley, Bishop, and Big Pine 
school districts).

Steering Committees will 
meet in early February, with 
participants including 
students, parents, staff and 
community members from 
each Committee.  

Watch for the exciting 
update in the February 
newsletter on how these 
meetings went and what is 
now planned for the 
listening project this spring!

(Original Pasted Text) “Recent events, such as the 
COVID-19 emergency, have forced districts and schools to 
rethink the direct connection between schools and families, 
and to examine the link between school and community 
services, including ways in which these links can be 
strengthened. Community school strategies can be an 
effective approach to mitigate the academic and social 
impacts of current events, improve school responsiveness 
to student and family needs, and to organize school and 
community resources to address barriers to learning. 

To meet the current moment, it is important not to view 
community schools as one initiative among many that are 
currently being funded in California districts, but rather as 
an equity-enhancing strategy that aligns with and can help 
coordinate and extend a wide range of state, school, and 
district initiatives. This includes youth-focused behavioral 
health, nutrition, universal preschool and expanded 
learning, as well as ongoing efforts involving Multi-Tiered 
System of Supports, social-emotional learning, college and 
career readiness, and the Statewide System of Support for 
school improvement.”

(Jenna’s rewrite) There's a before and after to any transformation. With recent events, such as the COVID-19 
emergency, districts and schools observed new ways that schools can connect to families and provide community 
services. Services that students received in a typical school day were impacted by physical distancing; for example, 
California schools provided drive-thru meal and food distribution mitigating the loss of mealtimes students would 
have received during a school day. The silver lining to this disruption was an examination of how these connections 
and services could be strengthened. That's where the Community School strategy comes in: it embraces an 
evidence-based approach to mitigate the academic and social impacts of current events, improve school 
responsiveness to student and family needs, and organize school and community resources to address barriers to 
learning.

While Community Schools is an initiative currently being funded in California districts--like many other initiatives--it is 
important to recognize its distinct function and purpose. It has the capacity to help coordinate, align, and potentially 
extend, a wide range of state, district, and school initiatives bringing equity and support to students and families. 
Examples include youth-focused behavioral health, nutrition, universal preschool and expanded learning, as well as 
ongoing efforts toward Multi-Tiered System of Supports, social-emotional learning, college and career readiness, and 
the Statewide System of Support for school improvement.

Implementation of the Community School strategy is driven by engagement with students, educational staff, and 
partners, to identify needs and assets as experienced in their daily lives. The Community School Coordinator serves 
as support and facilitator for this process, so reach out to them with questions and feedback! Identifying what 
services exist, how to connect them to serve schools more effectively, and identifying which ones would improve 
your local school is all part of the transformation to a Community School.

There's a before and after to any transformation. With recent events, such as 
the COVID-19 emergency, districts and schools experienced new ways that 
schools can connect to families and provide community services. The 
Community Schools strategy has the capacity to help coordinate, align, and 
potentially extend, a wide range of state, district, and school initiatives bringing 
equity and support to students and families. Implementation of the Community 
School strategy is driven by engagement with students, educational staff, and 
partners, to identify needs and assets as experienced in their daily lives. The 
Community Schools Coordinator serves as support and facilitator for this 
process, so reach out to them with questions and feedback! Identifying what 
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connect them to serve 
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would improve your 
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to a Community 
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